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Mathias replied : " Sire, who suggests that
the bag could have been cut and repaired ? My
misfortune has, no doubt, unhinged my mind but
not enough to make me suggest such nonsense.
How it was done is no matter. Your Majesty,
it has occurred and the thing is over. Give me
some petty service for earning my breacTand I
shall forget this. It is my destiny".
Shah Abbas seemed .very angry. "Well,
Mathias,5' he said, " to ask for a small job for
earning your bread, should you have made all
this fuss ? If you came and told me you had
become destitute, I could have helped you as
easily. . Should you have made an appeal against
the judgment of so just a Cadi as Fazl Beig,
cast suspicion upon Yusuf Khan's conduct, even
made it possible for people to think that we our-
selves had tampered with the seal first put and
had helped Yusuf Khan to alter the papers, and
gone through all this mischievous farce ? Go and
ask the Vazir and he will give you a place some-
where. No man need starve in my territory.
Yusuf Khan, I see that you are an honest fellow.
You yourself told me the fact that the bag was
with you from that Saturday to the next Thurs-
day. You spoke out straight and clear. I need
upright men like you near me. I make you from